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forgot Ms three score years and three, and started
off on his triumphal round of globe-trotting with all
the eager zest of a schoolboy.

Henceforward his diplomacy in relation to Japan
was framed and dominated by the obligations which
he had incurred towards Russia* He did not live to
see, though he was able to forecast, the inevitable
result of the position which, on his initiative, Russia
had assumed as arbiter of the destinies of Korea,
and the rival, therefore, of Japan* He knew that
Russia would exact payment for the help given to
China in the hour of her defeat, and he was prepared
to pay it. Count Cassini, with whom he held long
secret conferences before leaving for Moscow, had no
difficulty in persuading him that, if Japan was to be
restrained from further attacks upon Manchuria^
Russia must be given a strong foothold and strategic
advantages in that region. No time was lost in pre-
paring the ground: in December, 1895, the new
understanding had been cemented by the creation
of the Russo-Chinese Bank and plans laid for Russia's
policy of " peaceful penetration " by means of the
Eastern Siberian Railway. After the coronation, and
the conclusion of a " mutual benefits " convention
between Li and Prince Lobanow at St. Petersburg,
Li's boats were burned as far as Japan was concerned.
In his private interviews with the young Tzar, whose
personality greatly impressed him, he was assured
that Russia had no designs on Chinese territory and
that her motives in protecting Korea against Japan
were purely self-defensive. Knowing what we know
of Li's cynicism concerning Russia's ambitious
designs at the time of the Kuldja dispute, his sincere
belief in these assurances may be questioned ; never-